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Over the Edztors Trainsheet 


We trust that you will receive this issue on time. The last 
issue was printed on time, but it was three weeks before it was 
mailed due to the Bay Point & Clayton excursion and a misunder- 
standing between the production and distribution departments. A 
new arrangement has been made so we can promise prompt mail- 
ing hereafter. 

New also is our front cover which will be used for illustra - 
tions when cuts are used in future issues. The pictures inside are 
newspaper type cuts and show off better on newsprint, but the 
pictorial section wil] be the second, next to last and last pages 
hereafter. 

A vote is also requested on the “This Western Railroad World” 
department change. Complaints have been made that this depart- 
ment was covering too much space so this old stvle (used in our 
first issues) was substituted this month. We would like vour opinion 
on this question: Which do you prefer: less space for news and 
more articles or more news details and fewer articles. 

Next month we are publishing an illustrate? history of the 
Hetch Hetchy Railroad, cne of the few municivally owned and 
operated railroads ever to have been built. Today it is operated 
as a branch of the Sierra Railroad, but back in the twenties it 
was operating at full blast with six engines of its own as well as 
a fleet of gas passenger moters. Pictures, h'story and roster will 
appear in our next issue. 

Thanks this issve shovld go to Al Rose of Movesto. for bis 
history of the Tidewoter Sorthern. G. VW. Best for his article on the 
movie engines, and the United Press for allowing us to use their 
shot of the model engine. 

A very popular feature of the Southern Pacific’s exhibit at 
the Fair is the Southern Pacific Train Primer, a twelve page book- 
let giving data on engines in use on the lines and signals and what 
they mean. Along with the Primer, a question and answer test is 
siven which if answered correctly and sent to the SP office in San 
Francisco will enroll one in the Junior Engineers. Both the Primer 
and test are of great interest and value to railfans. and if vou go 
to the Exposition don’t forget to get a set. Needless to sav your 
editor is already a Junior Engineer, badge, rule book and all. 


The Western Railroader 


“FOR THE WESTERN RAILFAN” 





Published monthly for the railfans of the Pacifie Coast. 
Editor: Francis Guido: Associate: Wm. Darrough; Printing: John 
Carrick; Advertising Mgr.: Jack Gibson. ws 


Editorial offices: 502 N. Claremont St., San Mateo, California. 

Rates: 5 cents per copy, 40 cents per year. 

Advertising rates upon request. 

The Western Railroader is the official publication of the Northern 
California Railroad Club. Information concerning the club can be 
secured from the Western Railroader office. 
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Southern Pacific 
Buys New Daylights 


Orders for two additional 14- 
car Daylight streamliners for the 
San Francisco-Los Angeles coast 
line run have been placed by 
the Southern Pacific Company 
with the Pullman-Standard Car 
Manufacturing Company, accord- 
ing to an announcement by A. D. 
McDonald, president of the rail- 
road. 

The new trains, costing ap- 
proximately $1,000,000 each, ex- 
clusive of locomotives, will be 
delivered for service some time 
late this year. They will fol- 
low the basic design of the pres- 
ent Daylights, among the most 
popular trains in the world, but 
will embody a number of im- 
provements and refinements, Mc- 
Donald said. 

Major ,advancement will be a 
three-car articulated dining unit, 
made up of a full length kitchen 
car in the center, serving both a 
full-length diner and a_ full- 
length coffee shop car. The new 
diner will seat 72 persons as 
compared with 40 in the pres- 
ent diner-kitchen car, and the 
new coffee shop car 80 as com- 
pared with 56 in the present cof- 
fee shop-kitchen car. This is the 
first dining unit of its type in 





America. 

Although outside appearance of 
the train and interior appoint- 
ments such as sponge rubber seats 
will follow the design of the 
present trains, additional room- 
iness will be provided by in- 
creasing the length of cars from 
79 feet 2 inches to 81 feet. 

The new trains will be pow- 
ered as are the present Day- 
lights, by 5000 horsepower GS-2 
and GS-3 locomotives, among the 
largest and most powerful stream- 
lined steam motive power units 
in the world. 

During the time the present 
train has been in operation it 
has been necessary to add first a 
lunch and a tavern car to replace 
the combination lunch-tavern car 
previously used and then an ex- 
tra coach to handle the large 
crowds that the train attracted. 
Even this was not enough, for 
last summer a special 2-99 and 
2-98 were run using standard 
equipment except for the two 
lunch-tavern cars that came off 
the original Daylights. The pur- 
chase of these two new trains 
will mean that the present trains 
will be on hand to handle the 
Continued on Page Six 
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HISTORY OF THE 
TIDEWATER SOUTHERN RY. 


By AL ROSE 


On October 4, 1910 a standard 
gauge railroad to be known as the 
Tidewater & Southern Railroad 
was incorporated to run south 
of Stockton,. California. In Feb- 
ruary, 1912 another was organ- 
ized as the Tidewater & Southern 
Transit co. These two roads were 
consolidated on March 11 of the 
same year to the present name 
of Tidewater Southern Ry. 

In the consolidation of March, 
1912, the Tidewater Southern Ry. 
acquired certain right of way, 
about nine miles of graded road- 
bed with steel laid on about 
four miles, between Turlock and 
Modesto, Calif., formerly owned 
by the Tidewater & Southern 
Railroad Company; and certain 
graded roadbed near Merced Riv- 
er, Calif., formerly owned by the 
Tidewater & Southern Transit 
Company. The Tidewater South- 
ern Railway continued construc- 
tion on the line between, Stock- 
ton, Taylor Street, and Modesto; 
and in October, 1912 the 32.23 
mile electric line was placed in 
operation. 

For the next four years it 
operated solely as an electric 
railroad, but with the purchase 
of a majority of the stock by the 
Western Pacific in 1917 the road 
obtained locomotive number 126 
from the Western Pacific to be 
used in constructing the rail- 
road south of Modesto. Upon 
coming to the TS it became No. 





1; specifications are: 4-6-0, Rome 
1891, Cylinders 18x24, drivers 
55 inches, weight 198,400, trac- 
tive force 19,228 lbs., boiler pres- 
sure 160 lbs. 

The northern end of the road 
originally ran into Stockton by 
way of Sharp Lane, but with the 
need of a better entrance to that 
city it was later relocated in 1917 
by way of Ortega to use 3.6 miles 
of track of the WP formerly own- 
ed by the Alameda & San Joa- 
quin Railroad. This route was us- 
ed until passenger service was 
discontinued. The road now ter- 
minates at Ortega. 

First equipment on the Tide- 
water consisted of electric loco- 
motive number 100 which was 
constructed from a flat car in 
the Stockton shops of the Cen- 
tral California Traction Co. The 
Jewett built interurban cars, the 
only cars owne dand operated by 
the Tidewater, followed shortly 
and were soon running on reg- 
ular schedules. They were num- 
bered 200, 201 and 202, and equip- 
ped with General Electric mot- 
ors. Like all electric motive pow- 
er on this road they ran on 
1200 volts D. C. The newest 
piece of power is number 106, 
built by G. E. in June, 1921. Rol- 
ling stock consists of 1 flat car 
and cabooses 301 and 302 which 
replaced two other cabooses of 
the same numbers last year. 

The Tidewater now totals 82 
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miles: the main line from Hilmar 
to Ortega, 49.8 miles; the Turlock 
branch, 16.3 miles; the Manteca 
branch, 6.6 miles; and sidings 
19.3 miles. The only portion of 
the line served by the electric in- 
terurbans was between Modesto 
and Stockton, 33 miles. Time con- 
sumed for this trip was 65 min- 
utes. Special rates were in effect 
for Saturday evening, and Sun- 
day round trips. During nice 
weather picinc trains were run 
to the Stanislaus River. Inciden- 
tally, the bridge at this point was 
built in 1889, but the TS was not 
built until 1910. Electrification 
and passenger service had been 
planned to continue to Turlock, 
in fact, a nice passenger depot 
was constructed in Turlock. 
Despite the fine service, which 
consisted of 24 trains daily in 
1916, and 8 trains in 1932, pas- 
senger revenues decreased to 
such an extent that May 26, 1932 
saw the last regular passenger 
car over the line. The passenger 
cars, with trolleys removed, ser- 
ved as cabooses for a short time, 
later being removed from their 
trucks and placed as_ section 
houses at the station of Hatch 
‘where. they may still be seen. 
With the discontinuance of el- 
ectric passenger and freight ser- 
vice the overhead wire was tak- 
en down, with the exception of 
a short distance in Modesto where 
an old city ordinance prohibits 
the use of steam locomotives on 
1% miles of Ninth Street. If it 
were not for this ruling the two 
remaining electrics would also 
be abandoned: At present elec- 


tric séfvice is used from Aurora. 


to Modesto, 2.1 miles; as well as 
yard trackage in Modesto. 





The Tidewater Southern has al- 
ways been a relatively short line 
but it came very close to being 
a link in a large railroad system. 
In July, 1916, the Tidewater plac- 
ed its 16 mile extension from Mo- 
desto to Turlock in operation, 
and plans were underway for ex- 
tension down the valley. Things 
developed so far that the Wes- 
tern Pacific bought controlling 
interest in 1917 and the line ex- 
tended to Hilmar, 8 miles in July, 
1917, with a branch to Manteca, 
6.6 miles in May 1918. Plans 
were that the WP was to build 
from Nile Garden (near Manteca) - 
to Shoemake on the TS and con- 
tinue the Tidewater tracks to 
Merced where negotiations were 
being made for the purchase of 
the Yosemite Valley Railroad. It 
was even planned to extend the 
road into the Fresno area. Had 
things worked out the Western 
Pacific would have had some ex- 
cellent passenger and freight fee- 
ders. A survey was also made 
to Patterson on the west side 
of the San Joaquin Valley where 
connections would be made with 
the West Side branch of the 
Southern Pacific, and the nar- 
row gauge Patterson and Wes- 
tern. Unfortunately these plans 
did not materialize; although it 
has been said the Western Paci- 
fic would still like to construct 
a line to Fresno. 

This road now employs 60 per. 
sons, and has kept out of the 
red for the past 10 years, which 
is a sign of good management 
and operation, due partly td the 
efforts of R. L. Kearney, superin- 
tendent: At present the futnre of 
the Tidewater Southern Railway 
Continued on Page Six 
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SP BUYS NEW DAYLIGHTS 
Continued from Page Three 





the late 
fall though standard equipment 
may have to be used in the early 
summer rush. The purchase has 
raised much speculation relative 
to what the Southern Pacific may 
do with the “San Joaquin” if this 
extra equipment is made available 
during the winter months, especi- 
ally in view of the fact that the 
Santa Fe is running from Oak- 
land to Los Angeles at a rail- 
bus fare lower han the all-rail 
fare of the S. P. on a schedule 
faster even than that of the Day- 
light. 


Exposition crowds in 


HISTORY OF THE 
TIDEWATER SOUTHERN RY. 
Continued from Page Five 





freight business looks bright, and 
all railfans hope it will remain 
so. As long as the crops remain 
stable old No. 1 with Sam Davies 
at the throttle and Frank Edger- 
ton firing will continue to puff 
up and down the line. 





EX-M&ET 5 LEAVES ISLAND 





Ex-M&ET 5, 0-6-0, used for 
some time on Treasure Island, 
recently left the island for parts 
unknown. Ex-Nevada Consolida- 
ted Copper 335, one of the tanks 
from the Amador Central, is 





handling what switching there is 
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HOLLYWOOD LOCOMOTIVES 





In view of the interest taken| 


in the engine~-owned by thie} 
R&LHS members in Southern 


California, both in the ') al and 
nation-wide press as well as a 
recent issue of the Western Rail- 
roader, perhaps you would be in- 
terested in some of the move- 
ments of the historical locomo- 
tives down this way. 

The R&LHS 21, ex V&T 21, the 
J. W. Bowker, left here for the 
New York Fair and made a rec- 
ord trip of 8 days to New York 
which is pretty good for a 
freight. It was joined at Ogden 
by V&T 12 and combination coach 
16, all bound to the same place. 
In addition to the 21 from here, 
SPMW 2660, originally Central 





Pacific 4, built in 1886 at Sac- 
ramento, was loaded at Oxnard 


after its occupants were moved 
to another car, and was sent 
east with the 21, to be reno- 
vated and restored to its orig- 


ina] condition and exhibited at 
the fair. 

V&T 18, used by Paramount in 
their picture “Union Pacific” has 
been completely overhauled at 
the Union Pacific shops, and now 
boasts all new axles, bearings, 
a mechanical lubdicator, con- 
cealed generator, and the wild- 
est looking coat of three color 
paint ever sported: by a _ loco- 
motive. This engine will haul 
V&T. coach 12, combination 15, 
caboose car 10( freight car 101, 
flat car 1010 and baggage car 1, 
all ex V&T on a 10,000 mile tour 
of the U. S. as publicity for 
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the picture, leaving here soon. 
The cars have all been renovated 
new wheels and axles applied, 
and are in perfect condition for a 
long trip without breakdowns. 














This old time equipment will 
be towed by a streamliner haul- 
ed by the new turbo-electric en- 
gine, keeping under the safe 
maximum speed limit of 40 mph 






































so the old time equipment will 
not be endangered. I suppose it 
will visit Sa nFrancisco at the 
end of its journey, but is leav- 
ing here via UP directly east. 


























V&T 11 and caboose which 
was rented by Paramount for the 
picture left for Carson City and 
is there by now. That leaves only 
V&T 22, which is the property 
of Paramount along with 18, still 
in Los Angeles. 









































Colorado & Southern 9, with 
combination coach and passenger 
car have been shipped from Den- 
ver to the New York Fair and 
also D&RGW 169, their only re- 
maining 4-6-0 narrow gauge, has 
also gone east. This will be the 
narrow gauge exhibit at the NY 
Fair so far as I know. 






























































BACK COPIES! 


Back copies of the Western 
Railrodder are available a 5 
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C-NRHS TAKES 
TO RAILS AGAIN 





DIRECTOR’S SPECIAL 


First known as the Santa Fe 
Mystery Speed Run and later re- 
named for advertising purposes, 
this high speed excursion was 
tentatively scheduled for May, 
but has been postponed until the 
fall or early spring in 1940. Fur- 
ther news at that time. 





COLORADO EXCURSION 


Various reasons have caused 
the C-NRHS to advance the date 
of the Colorado Excursion until 
after the summer heat. Lack of 
interest, it is reported, is not one 
of the reasons; on the contrary, 
the society claims there have been 
a sufficient number of requests 
for tickets at this date to fill half 
a train, but they have made ad- 
ditional plans which will bene- 
fit all by a later schedule. Ag- 
ain further news when released. 





R&LHS 


Despite the fact that the C-N 
RHS was forced to postpone their 
trip east, the Pacific Coast Chap- 
ter of the R&LHS announced 
that their trip to the New York 
Fair will go on regardless. Mr. 
Kneiss, who has been hired by 
the New York Fair as a tech- 
nical advisor, is making the ar- 
rangements in the midwest and 
east for a complete trip full of in- 
terest for those who have the 
sufficient number of “iron men” 





to take the trip. 
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The Railway & Locomotive His- 
torical Society has announced 
that they will sponsor a rail- 
fan excursion the latter part of 
May out of Oakland to Santa 
Cruz and Watsonville Junction, 
following the route of the old 
South Pacific Coast on the south- 
bound trip and returning via 
the coast route and the Dumbar- 
ton Bridge. The fare will be 
very reasonable and announce- 
ments will be sent out to per- 
sons on the R&LHS mailing list 
very soon. 

NCRRC 

Following the very successful 
trip over the Bay Point & Clay- 
ton, the Northern California Rail- 
road Club decided to run two 
railfan excursions this fall. One 
trip will be one of the popular 
“mystery trips” on the 20th of 
August. The other will be an 
excursion over the Amador Cen- 
tral on September 17th. This will 
give us plenty of time to work 
out the details and we promise 
that these trips will be the best 
of the year. 

It was. also decided to run 
some “group” trips by street and 
interurban cars during the mid- 
summer for those who don’t go 
away for a vacation. No pub- 
lic announcement (except through 
the Western Railroader) will be 
made of these trips, so anyone 
interested should write in if he 
wishes to go. 

S. P. LOOP EXCURSION 

Ever on the lookout for noy- 
elty trips. C-NRHS has scheduled 
a rail jaunt that will hit a new 
high for unique excursions. Fi- 
nal details have not yet been 
worked out, but the outline is 
as follows: The date, Sunday, 





May 7. Leave San Francisco and 
Oakland Pier in the morning, 
proceed to Avon, turn off the 
main-line, and travel over the 
unused San Ramon Valley Branch 
over which passenger service has 
not operated for years. It is 
planned to have a barbecue pic- 
nic at noon and a genera] fan 
get-together in the early after- 
noon. The special train will then 
proceed to Radum and Niles, re- 
turning to Oakland Pier, thus 
completing the loop. Bulletins 
will be mailed to all who are 
on the C-NRHS mailing list, giv- 
ing schedule and fares. 


SN-CCT ADVENTURE 


The C-NRHS has voted to 


operate the trip on Sunday, June 
4, with the following interesting 


features: Leaving San Francisco 
at 8:25 a. m. the SN Special will 
proceed to Oakland where it is 
planned, locomotive 606 will be 
put on the head-end of the con- 
sist for the trip to Sacramento. 
Leave Oakland 8:45 a. m. and pro- 
ceed to Vacaville. After returning 
the Special will proceed to Sac- 
ramento where a stop will be 
made for lunch. In the early af- 
ternoon, the Central California 
Traction engines will be added 
to the head end and the Special 
will. proceed to Stockton via 
Centra] California Traction Co. 
The fare will be around $2.50 
for the round trip. Bulletins will 
also be mailed out, giving final 
details, and the Western Rail- 
roader will have final informa- 
tion in the next issue. Informa- 
tion from Western Pacific or 
Sacramento Northern ticket offi- 
ces. 
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Perhaps tht most interesting 
and elaborate exhibit of model 
railroads at the Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition in San 
“Santa Fe in 
Miniature” exhibit of the Santa 
Fe Railway. The exhibit is much 


like that shown at the San Di- 


Francisco is the 


ego Exposition a few years ago, 
but is much larger and more com- 
plete. The exhibit was built by 
Mr. Milton Cronkhite, famous 
railroad model builder, who has 
an even more extensive system 
of his own. The layout at the 
fair is 92 feet long and 36 feet 
wide built around a_ pedestal 
which forms a scenic background 
depicting the Santa Fe route from 
California to Chicago, the Mid- 
dle West and Texas. Built on an 
“QO” gauge which is one 48th of 
full size the miniature railroad 
is overshadowed by a *% size 
replica of one of the Santa Fe’s 
streamlined diesel locomotives. 
The system has several trains in 
constant operation and is one. of 
the most popular exhibits in the 
Vacation Land Building. 

One of the smaller layouts is 
the “O” gauge miniature rail- 
road built by Rollin K. Lobaugh, 
local manufacturer of model rail- 
road parts, for the California-Ne- 
vada Railroad Historical Society’s 
exhibit. Lobaugh hes had a man 





Models at the Fair 


on constane duty revising and 
running the system which in- 
cludes a mallet in its rolling 
stock. The exhibit has been a 
very popular one partly because 
it was under construction, and 
showed how model 
were built. 

The only other model railroad 
in operation in the Vacation Land 
Building is the exhibit of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad, which 
was described very fully in a 
recent issue. Much of the effect 
of realism in this exhibit is due 
to a moving picture illusion 
made possible by a series of back- 
grounds through which the trains 
go. One might be a desert, an- 
other mountains, etc. with the 
result that some very unusual 
effects are obtained. 

Other spots of interest to model 
railroaders include a model of 
an old engine in the Alameda- 
Contra Costa Counties Building 
and logging railroad scenes in 
the Redwood Empire building. 
For others the Cavalcade has 
the two R&LHS engines and an 
old time cable car, and the Rail- 
road & Loco. Historical Society 
has an exhibit in the Vacation 
Land Building. Even the Gayway 
has a scenic railway and a mini- 
ature streamline train. 


railroads 
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IT WILL TRAVEL 150 MILES (SCALE) PER HOUR TO 
San Francisco—Railfans and model builders 1s well as railroad men were attracted to this 
exhibit at the 12th annual convention at San Francisco of t'e As ociation of Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen and Grand In’e-nationa! Anxil'ary. This locomotive was 
hrilt hy a Carmel. Calif., machinist, can generate 150 pounds of stezim. and is insured for 
$10,000. Left to right: Jerry McMillan of the auxiliary; George Meredith, Salt Lake City 
engineer; and Senor Guillermo Fernandez, of the Locomotive Engineers of Mexico. 
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* The Trona Railway was authorized on March 27th to discon- 
tinue passenger service between Trona and West End effective af- 
ter five days notice. Other passenger service on the line had pre- 
viously been abandoned. 





*, 


* The San Diego and Arizona Eastern has received permission 
from the ICC to abandon that part of their Lakeside branch from 
Santee, California, through Riverview to the end of the line, 2.8 
miles. 

* The Tacoma Municipal Belt Line has purchased Northern Pacific 
900 for use in Tacoma, Washington. The engine is an 0-6-0 which 
has been stored at Pasco, Wash., since 1932, but is now being 
overhauled for delivery. 


* The last trip on the Everett-Seattle, North Coast Interurban was 
made on February 20, 1939, when cars 51 and 53 made the last 
run on the line. 


* Northern Pacific 80, 1586, 1695, and 3005 were scrapped recently 
at South Tacoma, Washington. 


+ The West Side Lumber Co. added another engine to its roster 
by purchasing a 9 ton diesel switch engine from an East Bay 
contractor for use around the mill at Tuolumne. 


* Equipment orders reported during March by Western roads: 


Date Railroad No. Builder 
LOCOMOTIVES 

March 4 Union Pacific 5 4 Baldwin 
March 4 Southern Pacific -2 American 
March 4 Southern Pacific 2-8-8 Lina 


CARS 

April 1 Union Pacific — 300 Flat cars Company shops 

April 1 Southern Pacific 28 passenger Pullman-Standard 
Car Company 


* The recently issued annual report of the Municipal Railway of 
San Francisco reveals that lines B,C,D,F,J,and N operated at a 
profit while lines E,H, K,L, and M operated at a slight loss. The 
company cleared $167,739 29 after all charges during the fiscal 
year July 1, 1937 to June 30, 1938; despite the fact that their 
bus operations cost them $85,645.76 to operate over and above 
bus revenues. 
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